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Persecution of NGOs, ZANU PF election strategy 

The continued persecution of Non- Gov-

ernmental Organisations by ZANU PF 

and its functionaries is aimed at intimi-

dating, undermining and banning NGOs 

ahead of any electoral process in Zim-

babwe. This was said by representa-

tives of Civil Society Coalitions during a 

media conference held on the 29th of 

February 2012 in Harare.  

Chronicling the trend that occurs ahead 

of elections, the Director of Crisis in 

Zimbabwe Coalition, Mr. McDonald 

Lewanika said that ahead of the 2005 

elections, the Mugabe regime attempt-

ed to enact an NGO Bill which would 

have restricted the operations of NGOs 

while in 2008 ahead of the sham June 

Presidential run-off, NGO activities were 

banned by then Minister of Social Wel-

fare, Nicholas Goche.  Panellists at the 

media conference indicated that the de-

velopments in Masvingo should be ana-

lysed against the background of the use 

of The Patriot since September 2011 to 

undermine the credibility of CSO opera-

tions and implement one of the resolu-

tions of the ZANU PF December 2011 

congress which indicated that NGOs 

should be banned and the utterances by 

President Robert Mugabe at his birthday 

celebrations in Mutare a week ago vili-

fying NGOs.  

Giving the example of the summoning 

of the NGO Human Rights Forum Direc-

tor, Mr. Abel Chikomo by the police 

over the 2011 allega-

tions of operating an 

unregistered NGO, Zim-

babwe Lawyers for Human Rights 

(ZLHR) Director, Irene Petras said,  

‘We see that the levels of in-

timidation and harassment 

are increasing. It might not 

just be the humanitarian and 

the human rights organisa-

tions that are out in the field 

but even those who are in the 

cities and are leading coali-

tions are also being targeted 

as we move towards an elec-

tion’ 

Mr. Abel Chikomo referred to the perse-

cution of NGOs as a ZANU PF election 

strategy and dismissed claims by Presi-

dent Mugabe and ZANU PF that NGOs 

are partisan.  

‘My hope is that the utteranc-

es by the President and of 

course the actions we are 

seeing on the ground are not 

indicative of the fact that 

ZANU PF would want to re-

sort to the use of violence 

again and such dirty tactics 

so that they could actually 

win an election. We think 

that this is part of that whole 

campaign. I think they have 

been in that whole mode for 

some time now... They accuse 

us of being partisan because 

we say No to violence, we 

want the respect for human 

rights, rule of law....among 

other things,’ he said.  

The Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition 

Spokesperson, Mr Thabani Nyoni stated 
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that the ban of NGO activities in Masvingo should be seen in light of continued talk 

of elections in the country by ZANU PF and their strategy of buying votes through 

deliberately starving communities and offering food aid to the party‟s supporters.  

‘Masvingo is one of the areas that we are not sure of in terms of 

what the agricultural output would look like this year. And poten-

tially in Zimbabwe, there has always been this case that food is 

sometimes used for political campaigning and with this language of 

electioneering, you get the feeling that this is part of the process of 

building up to closing up the space and making sure that there is 

only one distributor, ZANU PF,’ said Mr Moyo. 

Commenting on the reasons why there is animosity around the operations of NGOs 

by ZANU PF, Mr. Lewanika said, 

‘There is ample evidence that to some extent there is a conspiracy 

that exists around the work of NGOs, a fear that exists around the 

work of NGOs not because they are partisan but because they are 

objective. If you are a person who is afraid of objectivity, you know 

that an objective analysis of the situation as it is prevailing, an ob-

jective education process of the citizens and an objective distribu-

tion of resources that you are failing to supply as a government to 

ordinary citizens, will work against those who are failing to provide 

those particular processes.’ 

Buttressing the point made by Mr. Lewanika, Zimbabwe Congress of Trade Unions 

(ZCTU) Secretary General, Mr. Japhet Moyo said,  

‘We are the only threat now to the system. The system believes that 

maybe the opposition parties in politics are not strong enough like 

the civil society therefore the idea now is to cripple the civil society 

so that we are not in a position to influence the outcome of the next 

elections. So the issue is about the elections.... They need to mobi-

lise their own militia by labelling civil society as the enemy of the 

state... They are setting up the civil society against the militia ’  

The media conference was held as a follow up to a media conference held on the 

16th of February 2012 in response to the purported ban of NGO activities in 

Masvingo by the provincial Governor, Julius Maluleke and recent allegations of local 

authorities demanding payment fees ranging from US$100 to US$1 000 per year in 

order to conclude a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with local authorities 

before they are allowed to carry out their work in the area. Where an organisation 

refuses to pay the amount, no MoU will be granted and their activ-

ities will not be allowed to proceed.   Civil Society organisations 

have vowed to defy the ban and the apparent extortion.  

Contact  Us : 04-704418 / 0772471668 Email : info@crisis.co.zw / publications@crisis.co.zw Web :www.crisiszimbabwe.org 

http://www.crisiszimbabwe.org


 

3 

SINGING THE SAME OLD SONG 

 The year 2012 poses as a crucial year 

for most Zimbabweans as they gear up 

for the referendum and possible general 

elections. The past few months have 

witnessed an upsurge in violence, in-

timidation and land grabbing orches-

trated by the ZANU PF machinery in or-

der to instill fear in the opposition. 

ZANU PF and its functionaries continue 

to believe that reform in Zimbabwe is a 

foreign driven agenda aimed at taking 

away the gains of the liberation strug-

gle. This has become ZANU PF‟s song 

when dealing with the issues of demo-

cratic reform for the past decade. 

The church is a crucial and important 

arm in nation building and development 

as it brings about spiritual and moral 

guidance. A group of six church leaders 

led by Evangelical Fellowship of Zimba-

bwe President, Dr Goodwill Shana has 

produced a position paper entitled, “The 

role of the church in nation building in 

Zimbabwe”which they have taken to 

the region as a way to lobby for key re-

forms which are critical to Zimbabwe‟s 

development. As a response to this, 

ZANU PF and its allies have again taken 

it as a “regime change plot” orchestrat-

ed by the „West‟ to topple Mugabe and 

his Government. 
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It has become the norm for ZANU PF 

that anyone who differs with its ideolo-

gies is termed as a Western or regime 

change ally. The Churches in Zimbabwe 

have taken the fight for reforms to the 

region with the hope that after the Con-

stitution making process is over they 

should be meaningful political, elec-

toral, media and security reforms be-

fore the holding of free and fair elec-

tions. This has, however not gone down 

well with the „liberation‟ party ZANU PF 

which has now termed the Church-

es‟position paper an ill-informed docu-

ment; and likened it to the position pa-

per of the Movement for Democratic 

Change (MDC-T). This however is a 

clear indication of the nature of ZANU 

PF, of being afraid to let the people 

speak out. The Church is not the only 

entity which has spoken about the need 

for reforms, but also, Civil Society Or-

ganizations and various individuals 

have strongly called for the urgent need 

for reforms, only to be criticized and 

viewed as regime change agents.   

ZANU PF has repeatedly insisted that 

democratic reforms are not necessary 

in Zimbabwe and on several occasions, 

the party has argued that the country‟s 

security sector needs no reforms, citing 
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the reason that the police force has managed to do peacekeeping work in many 

countries in the world. This is however debatable as the police are well known 

for their brutality and partisan behavior. Police Commissioner-General, Augus-

tine Chihuri, is on record as saying the calls for security sector reforms in the 

country are a foreign agenda aimed at "breeding" chaos. However, police in 

Zimbabwe arrest opposition party loyalists as a way of intimidating and instilling 

fear in the opposition. They disrupt opposition rallies and meetings accusing 

them of causing mayhem in the country. The same police officers whom Chihuri 

describes as a “people‟s police force”, arbitrarily arrest pro-democracy players 

while ZANU PF militia groups such as Chipangano roam freely and cause havoc 

without being arrested. 

 

Also as testimony to ZANU PF‟s phobia to democratic reforms in the country are 

its continued attempts at denying Zimbabweans of a constitutional reform. The 

party is at it again and recently, it has gone on to accuse the two MDC for-

mations and the three drafters of crafting a constitution personalized to attack 

President Mugabe. This follows reports that the new supreme law proposes to 

bar candidates above 70 years of age from contesting in Zimbabwe‟s elections. 

The draft is also said to carry a clause that says, “A person is disqualified for 

election as President if he or she has already held office for one or more periods, 

whether continuous or not, amounting to 10 years”. Infuriated by this, the party 

has shamefully declared that it will not recognize a constitution that is detri-

mental to its existence. It has even said that Mugabe would never sign off the 

new charter if it blocked him from contesting. 

It is clear that ZANU PF‟s actions have become so predictable and Zimbabweans 

are now aware of its old tactics to stay in power. Its calls for early elections in 

the absence of critical democratic reforms is only because the party is well 

aware that these reforms will enable the holding of free and fair elections which 

will end their 31 years hold on power.  
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Concern rises over missing human rights activist 

Fear has once again gripped the human rights community after Paul Chizuze, a 

paralegal who has served as a human rights activist for many years, went miss-

ing on Wednesday 8 February 2012. Chizuze left his home in Bulawayo around 

8pm on that day in his white Nissan Wolf, Registration Number ACJ 3446 which 

is also missing. 

Chizuze, who has worked with various Civil Society Organ-

isations including Legal Resources Foundation, Zimrights 

and the Catholic Commission for Justice, is known for the 

work he has done in documenting human rights violations. 

He has also worked closely with Education Minister David 

Coltart and has searched for missing human rights activ-

ists without tiring, including leading efforts to search for 

Coltart‟s election agent, Patrick Nabanyama, who disap-

peared at the height of political violence in 2000; and has 

never been found. He has since been declared dead. 

Ten civil society organisations led by Churches in Bulawayo and Solidarity Peace 

Trust have since issued an appeal fearing he may have been murdered, hijacked 

or abducted. The main reason for worry is that tensions are on the rise with in-

creased talk of elections and the escalation in attacks and arbitrary arrests of 

human rights activists across the country. Many other members of the civil soci-

ety have intensified their efforts to find him and have called on the police to pur-

sue all possibitities.  

The period around the 2008 sham elections and Re-run witnessed a significant 
number of abductions as many MDC supporters, journalists and human rights 

activists were kidnapped only to be found dead, in prisons; or were never found. 
In December 2008, prominent Zimbabwean human rights activist and National 

Director of Zimbabwe Peace Project, Jestina Mukoko was abducted from her 
Norton home by 15 armed men who identified themselves as police. She was 

later found at Matapi Police Station facing trumped up terrorism charges.  
 

Anyone with information leading to his whereabouts can contact Phone Zimba-

bwe Lawyers for Human Rights (ZLHR) national hotline numbers 0772-257247 
or Bulawayo numbers 09-72201 or 0773-855635.  
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